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JFCSNow

JFCS’ resettlement program touched
thousands of lives over the years.  

While there are common threads,
each story is unique. Meet two people
who received assistance – and who now
generously and gladly give. 

The year was 1989. Andre Krug was
18 years old, and had just arrived in the
United States, still reeling from what he
had left behind: shortages of food and
clothing, a sense of almost constant
anxiety, and the specter of anti-Semi-
tism looming everywhere.

Enduring discrimination 
at an early age

“I was… the only Jewish child in my
class in the Ukraine. The first time any-
one called me a ‘Yid’ I was seven years
old,” recalls Krug, whose parents had
attempted to protect him by not
acknowledging their religion to their
son.

Soon, fighting in school became a
daily event for Krug, who was always
made to feel an outsider. He was even
denied the academic gold medal he had
earned in high school and didn’t get
accepted to the college of his choice

Helping Strangers in a Strange Land:

Difficult Transitions Eased by 
JFCS Resettlement Services

Former JFCS 
Board Chair Honored

Jewish Chaplaincy
and Healing Program
Renamed to Honor
Joan Grossman 

The Jewish Chap-
laincy and Healing
Program has been
renamed in honor of
Joan Grossman, who
served as JFCS Board
chairman from 1997-
2000, and passed
away in August
2001. The program,
which was very dear
to Joan’s heart, is now

called the Joan Grossman Center for
Chaplaincy and Healing.

Joan made a lasting impact on the

New JFCS Chairman 
James R. Kahn Reflects 
On His New Role

Continuing a 
Tradition of Caring

James R. Kahn became the new
JFCS Board Chairman in the fall of
2003. Kahn has a longtime associa-
tion with the agency. Following are
some of his thoughts, visions, and
goals for the agency—and the
diverse Jewish community in the
Greater Philadelphia area. Kahn is a
senior partner at the law firm of

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 10

Immigrants shown above, arriving at the turn of the century,
are typical of the clients helped in the long history of JFCS resettlement efforts.
The agency’s resettlement program has became part of a new community collaborative. See story on page 7.

Joan Grossman,
former JFCS
Board chairman 
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Our 2003 Gala, held November 8th at Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel in
Elkins Park, was a great success, with approximately 350 people in attendance.
Honoree was Carl W. Schneider, immediate past JFCS Board chairman (2000-2003).
Chairpersons were Curt and Leslie Pontz. Nearly $528,000 was raised to support
vital agency programs and services – and guests had a wonderful time! 

Sponsors included: Citizens Bank; Wolf Block, Schorr and Solis-Cohen, LLP;
Dr. Harry Ginsburg; and Goldenberg Rosenthal, LLP. ●

Above: James R. Kahn with Dr. Harry Gins-
burg, Gala sponsor and major JFCS donor.

Above: Len Prevo
and Deborah Khan
of Citizens Bank,
Gala sponsor.

Above: In a surprise appearance, the Mummers add a 
festive touch to the evening.

Above: Rear: Curt and Leslie Pontz, Gala chairpersons; front (from left):
Adam Laver, silent auction chairperson; Cara Schneider, “39 and
Under” chairperson; Mara and Sam Brand, ad book chairpersons.

Above: Rear (from left) Mark, Bridget, Jodi and Eric Schneider; front
(from left): Carl, Mary Ellen, Cara, Debra and Adam Schneider.

JFCS Gala 2003 Dinner Dance and Silent Auction


